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 “And There Was War in Heaven” 
Rev. 12:7-10 

 

Knowing Him and Making Him Known 
 

Our text tells us, “And there was war in heaven” (Rev. 12:7).  The word “War” is 
"polemos" and "polemeo."  "Polemos" is used in 16 verses, 9 of them being in 
Revelation.  "Polemeo" is used in 6 verses with all but one in Revelation.  John’s usage 
in Revelation dominates the landscape of its occurrences.  We are engaged in spiritual 
warfare, and our opponent is a deceiver and an accuser.  The idea is contained in 1 Peter 
5:8 and Job 1:7. 

 

I. The Devil is a relentless opponent. 
 

It is the devil’s desire to put you to the test.   

� The Devil 
 

The term “’Devil’ is the second most common name for the head of the fallen angels.  
It occurs in the New Testament thirty-six times.   

 
� Satan 
 

“Satan is the name most often used for the archenemy of God and humans. In 
Hebrew the word for Satan means ‘adversary.’”   

 
Revelation 12:10 adds to the thought by noting that he habitually accuses us 
(present active participle) as a prosecuting attorney before our heavenly Father.   
 
Knowing we are in a battle is one thing; knowing how to function in the battle is 
something else. 

 
II. How we can “defeat” him today 
 

A. Don’t give place to the devil (Eph. 4:27). 
 
Many fall prey to the devil’s devices because they make provision for him.   
 
B. We are to put on God’s armor (Eph. 6:11). 

 



WBC   www.waukeshabible.org 
Waukesha Bible Church (262)542-7177 

 

 

The word “wiles” is the word “methods.”  We are not ignorant of his devices.  We 
know his strategy.   
 
The Devil wants you to believe that . . .  

� Serving like Martha is the same as sitting like Mary. 
� Your busyness is the same as His business. 
� Activity is the same as productivity. 
� What you do is the same as what Jesus has done and is doing. 

 
The Devil wants you to be engaged in the good, so long as it is at the expense of 
what is the best. 
 
If you do not order your life well, it is possible to make your family, your spouse, 
your work, your children, your pleasure, your activity, and your self an idol.  The 
devil’s method is for you to give more priority to these relationships than to the one 
you have with Jesus Christ.   

 
C. We are to be on the alert (1 Peter 5:8). 

 
The devil will use every means possible to undermine the testimony of God.  He 
counterfeits God and His work (2 Cor. 11:14,15). 

 

D. We are to resist him (1 Peter 5:8, 9) 
 

Satan is our opponent, and we are to withstand him at every turn.  You can be sure 
of this he is fighting and resisting us at every turn. 

 

E. Practice positional truth (John 12:31, 16:11, Col. 2:15, Heb. 2:14). 
 

The Devil cannot change you from what you are, but he can rob you of your rest if 
you do not claim who you are in Christ. 
 
 


